
The bird-friendly windows at the Garden
Pavilion have reduced bird strikes by 91%.  

Why is the Glass Dirty?

To keep the birds safe!
Most common window-colliders: 

Varied Thrush Golden-Crowned
Sparrow

Dark-eyed
Junco

Birds have trouble seeing through
clear glass. Bird-friendly decals, dirt,
or other protections on windows
help prevent collisions.

We’re letting nature take its course
on the boardwalk windows while we
work on creating new designs!



Birds have trouble seeing through
glass. Bird friendly decals, dirt or
other protections on the windows
help protect them from collisions!

Student-led research projects have surveyed windows at
the garden to determine which are the biggest sources of
bird collisions. The windows at the Garden Pavilion have
been outfitted with "feather friendly" decals to help the
birds see them more easily. Some windows, like those on
the boardwalk, are harder to cover with decals, so leaving
them dirty is a temporary solution to the problem. The
garden has over 110 unique bird species, so it is especially
important that we protect our feathered friends.

Hummingbirds are important pollinators at
the garden. Window decals like the one above
(designed by UBC Student Derek Tan) help to
keep them from colliding with the glass.

After intervention:
91% Reduction in 
Bird Strikes

Why is the Glass Dirty?



Bird Facts, Figures and FAQs 

"Celebrity Birds" spotted at the garden:
Varied Thrush | Ixoreus naevius

Nicknamed "the voice of the old
growth", breeds in mature BC Forests
Known for its call: a long, haunting
series of loud, ringing notes

Anna's Hummingbird | Calypte anna
Named after Anna Masséna, French
Duchess of Rivoli
The most common hummingbird in the
pacific northwest
Males dive up to 40 feet straight down,
letting the sun reflect off their throat
feathers, in order to impress a mate

How many species of birds are found
in the garden?

As of June 2022, there have been 117 unique bird species spotted in
the garden since 1974.
You can look up the Garden on the eBird website here to find the
full list of bird species:

Peregrine Falcon | Falco peregrinus

The fastest-moving animal ever to exist
They perch on cliffs and buildings, and
dive at speeds of 300 km/h to
immobilize their prey

Swainson's Thrush | Catharus ustulatus
Migrates along the Pacific Flyway using
the earth's magnetic field 
Stories among the Squamish and other
First Nations say their call ripens the
Salmonberries in the spring

How was the bird collisions
research conducted?

Students surveyed windows around the Garden Pavilion, Reception
Centre and glass walkway
In February and March 2021, students surveyed the windows at the
garden for 8 weeks straight. They counted bird imprints on the
windows, piles of feathers beneath windows, as well as bird
casualties they found on the ground
In total, they found 95 pieces of evidence of bird collisions in 2
months.

How can I protect birds at home?
Keep your cats indoors — or leash them when taking them outside. 
Across Canada, 100-350 million birds (according to the 2020 Vancouver
Bird Strategy) are killed by domestic and feral cats
Window collisions kill 16-42 million birds by comparison — to help even
further, consider buying bird-friendly decals to put on your windows.

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Anna_Mass%C3%A9na,_Duchess_of_Rivoli
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Anna_Mass%C3%A9na,_Duchess_of_Rivoli
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L367520

